Correlation of the site of M-bcr breakpoint with chronic phase duration, blastic crisis lineage and thrombocytosis in Ph1-positive chronic myelogenous leukemia.
The breakpoints on chromosome 22 in CML occur within a 5.8 kb region called the Major breakpoint cluster region (M-bcr). DNA mapping within the M-bcr region was performed in 41 long term followed Ph1-positive CML patients using the Southern blot technique. The purpose of this study was to determine whether localization of M-bcr breakpoint correlates with the length of chronic phase of the disease, blastic crisis lineage and thrombocytosis at the time of initial diagnosis. Our results fail to indicate any correlation between breakpoint localization and duration of chronic phase, blastic crisis lineage and platelet count at diagnosis.